EDTC 570 Courseware Authoring
 

WEEK FIVE




Week Five Objectives
 

· Select courseware formative assessment methods

· Examine different approaches that stimulate learner interest

· Identify different approaches that increase learner engagement  

· Forecast future trends in adult education and distance learning

 

 

Lecture Five

 

Formative Assessment
 

Your textbook discusses formative assessment, but it is an important topic and I will be providing some examples and sources regarding formative assessment in this lecture.  Formative assessment allows instructors to gain an understanding of what students know in order to make changes in teaching techniques (Boston, 2002).  The assessment becomes formative when the feedback received from students is used to adapt the teaching technique used (Black & William, 1998).

Black and Williams (1998) indicate the importance of handling discussions appropriately when using class discussion for formative assessment.  They suggest the following to ensure that class discussion includes everyone.:

“Invite students to discuss their thinking about a question or topic in pairs or small groups, then ask a representative to share the thinking with the larger group 
Present several possible answers to a question, then ask students to vote on them. 

Ask all students to write down an answer, then read a selected few out loud.”


Black and Williams (1998) also suggest weekly or learning summaries to allow the students to conceptualize and summarize their learning, as well as to put this learning into words.  I have always asked for Weekly Summaries in my online classes, even during the quiet week.  I feel I learn a great deal about where the student’s focus was during the week, how they might have applied that learning, and whether or not they mastered the primary concepts.  Other things suggested by Black and Williams are 

“Have students complete a few problems or questions at the end of instruction and check answers.  

Interview students individually or in groups about their thinking as they solve problems.  

Assign brief, in-class writing assignments (e.g., "Why is this person or event representative of this time period in history?)”

Key concepts in formative assessment include:

· Identification of learning goals and objectives, and the communication of these goals to the students.
· Discussion between students and teacher and student and student that continually drill deeper into a topic.

· Timely feedback

· Student engagement in their own learning.

· Teachers must respond to the identified learning needs and strengths by altering their teaching approaches (The Online Learning Center, 2005
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Week Five Discussion Questions 

Please respond to both questions, and post your responses to the Main newsgroup.

 

Discussion Question One

 

Think of a time when you as a student (in school or professional development) have benefited from the instructor using formative assessment techniques.  Remember, the assessment does not become formative, until the teaching technique is altered based on student responses during discussion, learning activities, or group projects where they are being evaluated by the instructor.  So what you are really thinking about is a time when an instructor changed instruction techniques based on the observed knowledge of the class.  Did you find this altered teaching technique to be effective?

Discussion Question Two

What techniques have you used in the past to increase learner engagement?  How did you know that the learner was more engaged or involved?  How do you feel the learning changes when a student becomes engaged?
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